
The Paperless Language 
Arts Classroom 



Dr. Rachel Kerr – background 

•  Hi.  I have been a teacher for over 20 years. 
•  I have worked in Illinois, Hawaii, Guam, and Wyoming. 
•  I am currently the Middle School Language Arts teacher and the 

Middle School Lead teacher for the Wyoming Virtual Academy.   



Today we will discuss 

•  How to go paperless in a Language Arts classroom. 
•  The pros/cons of Google and Edmodo. 
•  The advantages and disadvantages of going paperless.   



Questions 

•  What do you think a paperless classroom means? 

•  On a scale of 1-5 how paperless is your classroom? 



The Journey to Become Paperless 

•  This has not been an easy journey. 
•  In 2006 I started using Moodle as a submission site for my high 

school students. 
•  Parents hated it. 
•  Students tolerated it. 
•  Other teachers were wary of it. 
•  Administration loved it – cut down on paper and printing costs. 
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Google 

•  Lots of applications  
•  Docs 
•  Sheets 
•  Slides 
•  Forms 
•  Email 
•  Calendar 



Google Forms 

•  Google Forms – Exit tickets 



Google Calendar 
Everything is in one place.  If multiple teachers are using the 
Calendar, the student can upload all of the calendars into 1 spot on 
his/her calendar. However, you  have to input everything.   

The calendar can be 
connected with Smart Phones. 
This is a great advantage 
for our parents.   



Google 

•  Drive 
•  Everything in one spot 

•  However, it can get messy 
so students need to be sure 
to properly upload their 
work. 



Exit Ticket 

This is from my writing strategies class. 



The exit ticket comes in an excel sheet. 

I can get an excel sheet to export or share as I wish.  I tend to share my exit tickets with the SPED teacher, 
the RtI coordinator, and other Language Arts teachers. 



What I don’t use Google for 

•  Assignments that need to be turned in like composition or 
literature. 
•  Google can be messy if students don’t save assignments in the 

proper folder.   



Edmodo 
•  More secure than Google 

•  You create your groups and can lock them so only those students with the 
code can get in 

•  You can set the group that only you can approve students in so then you 
know that the students are in the correct group. 



Edmodo Assignment Creation 

•  Quizzes – these can be multiple choice where the quiz is scored 
automatically or short answer where the teacher needs to score 
those questions. 
•  Assignments – students can upload doc, PDF, excel, JPEG, TIFF, as 

well as other files. 
•  Polls – students can take polls 



Edmodo Notes 

General Announcements that students and 
parents can access.  No need to send 
home copies of the announcements.    



Edmodo Planner 
Students can see what is due when. You can also see this 
as a month view too.   This automatically uploads when  
you create an assignment or a quiz.  You don’t need to do 
anything extra.   

Students can also click on 
the assignment to see if  
they have turned it in  
and/or if the assignment has 
been graded and the grade.   



Edmodo Assignments 

All of the directions and expectations are here 
for the students to access as much as they want. 
They can’t lose the information.   



Grading 

•  For compositions, I have the students turn in their work on a DOC 
file.  They can easily upload them.  Also, if the students don’t 
have Microsoft, they can type on Google Docs and either convert it 
or send me a link so that I can convert it.   

•  After I grade the compositions, I upload it back to Edmodo as a 
PDF file.  I do this for two reasons.  The first is because everyone 
can open a PDF file.  The second is so that students can’t easily 
change comments or grades.   



I click on the Review on the ribbon.  Then I click on New Comment and then Show Comments.  I highlight 
what I want in the document and make a comment to the side. When I convert the file to the PDF, the 
highlights show.   



I copy/paste the rubric to the bottom 
of the page. 



Make comments at the bottom 



What the students see when I turn it back. 



Why go paperless? 

Advantages 
•  Better for the environment, 

pocketbook, and health. 
•  Everything is in 1 spot – parents 

and students can always find it. 
•  Organized so that students, 

parents and teachers all know 
what is due and when.   

Disadvantages 
•  Changing habits 
•  Getting students/parents 

onboard. 
•  Internet equality.   



Today we discussed 

•  How to go paperless in a Language Arts classroom. 
•  The pros/cons of Google and Edmodo. 
•  The advantages and disadvantages of going paperless.   



Questions 



Thanks for coming 

•  Contact Information: rkerr@wyva.org 
•  For a copy of this powerpoint, please visit my webpage:  

rachelkerr.weebly.com 


